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(54) IMAGE FORMATION DEVICE 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To use the cover structure of an image formation device without 
scrapping a partial cover regardless of the presence/absence of the attachment of option 
equipment 

SOLUTION: For this image formation device, a tongue piece part 3a projected in the depth 
direction of a device body is provided on one edge in the vertical direction of the partial cover 3 
for forming a part of the exterior cover 5 of the device body and a notched part 5a provided on 
the corresponding part of the exterior cover 5 is attached to the exterior cover 5 so as to be 
closed by the tongue piece part 3a in the state of not mounting a paper feed bank 2. In 
combining the paper feed bank 2 as posterior option equipment the partial cover 3 is detached, 
and after the connection of a harness 7 or the like, the partial cover 3 is attached to the exterior 
cover 5 again by a screw 4 in a state of not putting the tongue piece part 3a to the notched part 
5a. 
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A. Relevance of the Above-identified Document 

This document has relevance to all claims of the 
present application. 

B. Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 

[0009] 

In Figure 1, reference numeral 3 represents a partial 
cover attached with a screw 4 to a necessary part of an 
external cover 5 on the back side of a device main unit 1. 
In the vicinity of the inside of the partial cover 3, a 
connector 6 for connecting a harness 7 used when a paper 
feed bank 2 is attached externally is provided. 

[0010] 

The partial cover 3 is provided with a tongue part 3a 
on one of the edges in the up-and-down direction, and the 
tongue part 3a is projected in the depth direction of the 
device main unit 1. In the normal state where the paper 
feed bank 2 is not attached, the partial cover 3 in a 
position inverted from the position in Figure 2 is attached 
to the external cover 5 so that the tongue section 3a 
covers a cut part 5a provided to a part corresponding to 
the external cover 5. 
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[0011] 

. The case when the paper feed bank 2 as an optional 
device attached externally is combined with the device 
main unit 1 having been already used is described as 
follows: after the paper feed bank 2 is placed on the 
device main unit 1, the partial cover 3 provided at the 
necessary part on the back side or the like of the device 
main unit 1 is removed, and thereafter, the harness 7 is 
taken out from the inside of the paper feed bank 2 so that 
the connector 7a of the harness 7 is inserted into a 
predetermined position, part, device such as the 
connector 6 on the side of the device main unit 1. This 
electrically connects between the device main unit 1 and 
the paper feed bank 2. Thereafter, the partial cover 3 is 
reset to the external cover 5 in the state of Figure 2 and is 
fastened with the screw 4. At this moment, the tongue 
part 3a is not put into the cut part 5a, so that the cut 
part 5a becomes an installation port to the inside of the 
device main unit 1, and the harness 7 does not interfere 
with the attachment of the partial cover 3. Of course, the 
tongue part 3a is projected to the inside of the device 
main unit 1 in this state, so that the arrangement causing 
no interference with inner devices is required. 
[0012] 

... the partial cover is always attached regardless of 
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whether the optional device is attached or not, so that ... 
prevents the possibility of loss of the partial cover... 
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